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Disposal of Chemicals in the
Sanitary Sewer System

I,    INTRODUCTION

Only a few years ago it was common practice to dispose of most labo-
ratory wastes down the laboratory drain. Today the indiscriminate drain
disposal of laboratory chemicals, without regard to quantity or chemical
type, is not acceptable. Laboratory drain systems are connected to san-
itary sewer systems, and their effluent will eventually go to a sewage
treatment plant. Some chemicals can interfere with the proper func-
tioning of sewage treatment facilities. In the laboratory drain system
itself, some chemicals can create hazards of fire, explosion, or local air
pollution; others can corrode the drain system.

It is essential to recognize that the characteristics and capabilities of
wastewater treatment plants vary from one locality to another and that
these factors and local regulations govern what types and concentrations
of chemicals they can handle. The drain-disposal procedures and rules
in the laboratory waste management plan should be based on a thorough
knowledge of local regulations pertaining to materials that are accept-
able for disposal in the local sanitary sewer system. It may be helpful
to provide the wastewater treatment plant with information on the types
and quantities of chemicals that the laboratory site plans to put into the
sanitary sewer system and on the toxicity and biodegradability of these
chemicals; References 1-6 are useful sources of such information.
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